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A Look Ahead
“Time flies when you’re having fun,”… or so they say. I think a better saying would be, “Time flies

when you’re busy.” Can you believe 1998 has come and gone? The ever foreboding Year 2000 is fast
approaching. What does that mean for this magazine? Next year will be an exciting year, characterized by
challenging and timely topics as well as an abundance of Sybase insider information. We’ll start the year
with an issue dedicated to Sybase’s new Web D eployment Kit. The January issue, scheduled to hit the
newsstands soon after the release of the kit, will contain a review of the WDK,including comparisons to
similar tools, a WDK success story, a how-to article for using the WDK and lots of tricks and tips for Web
development.

The Febru a ry issue wi ll be exc i ting because it wi ll focus on the Year 2000 probl em . That year holds spe-
cial meaning for us in the sof t w a re indu s try because most of the sof t w a re we’ve cre a ted wi ll stop work i n g. Th e
end re sult wi ll be panic, m ayh em and lots of work for sof t w a re con su l t a n t s . I won’t go into that topic now; I ’ ll
s ave it for my Febru a ry ed i tori a l . In that issue we’ ll report on the Year 2000 com p l i a n ce of Sybase produ ct s
( e s pec i a lly Power Bu i l der and the PFC), revi ew a Year 2000 sof t w a re analysis produ ct and give you soluti on s
to your Year 2000 probl em s . Don’t miss it!

Following those two issues we have several other exciting topics lined up. For a full year of topics go
to the SYS-CON Web site and see the PBDJ 1999 editorial calendar. The mission of this magazine is to
help you, the reader, become more proficient in your knowledge of software design and development,
more skilled at using PowerBuilder and related tools and more valuable to your employer. The new year
will be a banner year for accomplishing that mission.

A Look Back
Trad i ti on a lly, in the Ja nu a ry issue the ed i tor is su ppo s ed to make pred i cti ons and look ahead to the com-

ing ye a r. In Decem ber the ed i tor is su ppo s ed to look back at past pred i cti ons and pat himsel f on the back for
the acc u ra te ones he made , avoiding men ti on of the pred i cti ons that tu rn ed out to be to t a lly ri d i c u l o u s . It is
my good fortune not to have made any public pred i cti ons at the beginning of 1 9 9 8 . Thu s , I can claim not to
be wrong on a single pred i cti on for this ye a r. I su ppose I could revi ew the previous ed i tors’ ( Sean Rh ody and
S teve Ben f i eld) pred i cti ons for 1998…but it would take far more space to correct all the errors than I’ve all o t-
ted for this co lu m n . In s te ad I’ll look back at some of the intere s ting high l i ghts of 1 9 9 8 .

One com m on sen ti m ent com mu n i c a ted in arti cles and ed i torials du ring the last qu a rter is that Power-
Bu i l der con sultants are as busy as ever. D avid Mc Clanahan ex pre s s ed this in his Septem ber ed i tori a l , my co l-
leagues have ech oed this and I am pers on a lly ex peri encing it. Why are we su d den ly so busy wh en many in the
Power Bu i l der indu s try con ti nue to pred i ct its demise? While reports that Power Bu i l der is de ad have been
gre a t ly ex a ggera ted , Sybase did have a rocky ye a r. Web devel opm ent produ cts to uted by Sybase to be “best of
breed ” d i d n’t attract droves of buyers . E a rly in the year Sybase laid of f n e a rly 1,000 em p l oyees worl dwi de .
Most came from the database devel opm ent gro u p, but the Powers oft tools divi s i on was also impacted . A
s te ady parade of m a n a gers , vi s i on a ries and technical staff l eft Sybase for green er pastu re s . The defectors
i n clu ded David Litwack , the form er pre s i dent of Powers of t , and Mi tch ell Kert z m a n , the form er CEO of bo t h
Powers oft and Syb a s e . Th o u gh Power Bu i l der con ti nues to be the leading tool in its nich e , Sybase stock con-
ti nues to decl i n e . Pl u m m et is prob a bly a bet ter term . SYBS started the year at an anemic $10 and has dipped
as low as $4.50. This is a stock that was as high as $56 in 1994.

Is Power Bu i l der de ad? Con tra ry to popular bel i ef , Power Bu i l der con ti nues to hold its market po s i ti on as
the indu s try ’s preferred tool in its nich e . It isn’t losing market share . But it isn’t gaining any ei t h er. In the worl d
of s tocks and inve s tm ents it isn’t su f f i c i ent for a com p a ny to maintain its po s i ti on . If the com p a ny ’s produ ct s
a ren’t gaining ground and showing 20% prof i t s , the stock is going to decl i n e . That might sound cra z y, but it’s
tru e . Tech n o l ogy stocks are very ri s ky because the lon gevi ty of tech n o l ogy is months or ye a rs ra t h er than
dec ade s ; com peti ti on is ferocious and the inve s tors’ ex pect a ti ons are absu rdly high .

Th o u gh stock pri ce is an indicator of the health of a com p a ny, m ore is going on at Sybase than can be
s een by watching the pri ce ste ad i ly drop. John Ch en , the new CEO of Syb a s e , is attem pting to bring the com-
p a ny back to prof i t a bi l i ty. Af ter attem pting to streamline the com p a ny by reor ganizing divi s i on s , rep ack a gi n g
produ cts and laying of f m a ny em p l oyee s , Sybase has shown profit for two con s ec utive qu a rters .

Next month I’ll make my pred i cti ons abo ut wh ere Sybase and its produ cts are headed in 1999 and the
coming mill en n iu m .S t ay tu n ed .

Back to my ori ginal qu e s ti on : If t h i n gs are looking so bl e a k , why are the Power Bu i l der con sultants so bu s y ?
The answer is simply that Power Bu i l der con ti nues to be the devel opm ent tool of ch oi ce for its mu l ti bi ll i on -
do llar indu s try nich e . The growth in the niche con ti nues to outp ace the su pp ly of n ew devel opers . This tra n s-
l a tes into more work than can po s s i bly be perform ed by all the Power Bu i l der devel opers in the worl d .

I rem em ber back in the ’60s looking forw a rd to the year 2000 and thinking it would never com e . It’s here .
Wh ere have the last 30 ye a rs gone? Time flies wh en yo u’re having fun. ◆

Now and Then


